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Three Concepts for the Parkway of Tomorrow 



putting the
park back in

parkway

Parkways for People is a coalition of organizations and people

working for transformative change to the National Capital

Commission (NCC) parkways. 

Opening parkways for active use and enjoyment during the

pandemic was a remarkable success. Parkways for People

connects the community voices asking that we continue to

keep the parkways open for active use, but also that we

fundamentally rethink how we can put the park back in

parkway.   

Parkways for People

The NCC parkways were never meant for commuter traffic, as

reaffirmed in Ottawa’s new Official Plan. Instead, the roads have

always been public spaces designed to help people enjoy NCC

parks and waterways. In the 1950s, when the parkways first

opened, that meant going for a scenic drive. Today, it’s time for

new models and new visions.

This note outlines three concepts that community members have

put forward for revitalizing Queen Elizabeth Driveway as a space

for people.  

Community Perspectives

revitalizing
public spaces



QED would be open to active users by default, with motorized

vehicles welcome three times a week and for major events at

Lansdowne Park.

About 30 permanent gates, that are easy to open and close,

would be installed at roads ending on QED between Laurier

Ave and Dow's Lake. 

Accommodations would be made for persons with mobility

challenges, such as a "Cycling Without Age" or other accessible

bike program. 

During the winter, the roadway could be used for seasonal

activities or could revert to car traffic. 

Replicating this model for Queen Elizabeth would mean: 

The parkways are open by default for active users, with
motorized vehicles welcome three times a week and for
special events (such as Fall Rhapsody).
They have permanent gates that are easy to open and close
on a regular basis.
Accommodations are made for persons with mobility
challenges, with a shuttle bus service provided and electric
bikes available for rent.
The parkways are repurposed for winter, creating a world-
class set of cross-country ski trails and connecting to
snowshoeing and winter biking routes,  

The Gatineau Park parkways have four characteristics that
facilitate people accessing this green space:

1. Replicate Gatineau Park
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Pathways reserved for pedestrians, including more seating near the
water, with cyclists relocated to the roadways. 
More services including pop-up cafes, water and public toilets. 
The Patterson Creek Park could become a focal point for
reconciliation, featuring indigenous art and history. Patterson Creek
could serve as a summer access point to the water, with canoe,
kayak and paddle board rentals.
Winter activities could include a multi-use winter trail and a climate-
proof skating track on the road parallel to the Canal skateway. 
Patterson Creek could  be positioned as a winter hub, with season-
long Winterlude-like activities as well as a place for new Canadians
and others to learn to ski, skate and snowshoe. 

When QED was closed to traffic, the area between Pretoria and Fifth
avenues revealed itself to be a natural urban park. Without cars, people
used the green space in ways that it had never been used before: for
picnics, gatherings, outdoor meetings, badminton, catch and more. No
programming was required; rather, people simply used the space in a
way that felt natural to them.

If QED between Pretoria and Fifth were permanently closed to traffic, a
new urban park would naturally emerge. This space could be designed
into a unique urban park including the following: 

2. Reveal a Natural Urban Park
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An urban national park would allow more people to
experience the most scenic areas of Canada's capital. It
would not be without precedent; in 2017, Canada created
its first urban national park around the Rouge River in the
Toronto area. The National Mall in Washington, DC is a
also national park with monuments and memorials.

The Rideau Canal and surrounding federal lands -
notably Confederation Park, Patterson Creek Park,
Commissionaires Park and the Dominium Arboretum -
could be converted into national parkland.

This national park could make room for both active users
and motorized vehicles. It could incorporate the urban
park features described earlier in this document. It could
continue to be available for special events, such as
running or cycling races, and activities at Lansdowne.

A new Rideau Canal National Urban Park has the
potential to transform Ottawa as did the Rideau Canal
Skateway starting in the 1970s. 
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